THE ABRAVANEL FAMILY NEWSLETTER |

“Basta mi nombre que es Abravanel”

Newsletter No. 16
December 1992

THE HOUSE OF GOLD

The family Reunion in Israel occurred with great success on October 29, 1992 in the
"Casa del Oro" in Ganot, a town just outside of Tel Aviv. Many family members renewed
old friendships with long lost cousins, while others met relatives they had never known
existed from Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, Poland, Russia, the Ukraine, Yugoslavia and Libya.
Articles from Ha'aretz and The Jerusalem Post are included on pages 5 and 6. '

WITHOUT MOTHERS

Columbia University Press recently published Fighting Back: A Memoir of Jewish
Resistance in World War IL by Harold Werner, who passed away in 1989. Mr. Wenner,
born in a small village in Eastern Poland in 1917, was a member of a Jewish resistance
group that operated in the Polish forest. Called a tale of "unvarnished human testimony"
by The New Yorker, the book describes the fight for survival against hostile German

forces, and equally hostile Polish anti-Semitic forces.
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Among the members of his resistance group were the brothers Symcha and
Chanina Barbanel (see Newsletter No. 16). Chanina (now known as Henry) had joined
the group after escaping from a forced labor camp. Werner first met the Barbanel family
through the intercession of Yosel Barbanel, a brother of Symcha and Chanina:

"Yosel [Barbanel] suggested that we leave the Zamolodycze woods and head
toward the nearby village of Maryanka. That was his hometown, and he believed his
family was somewhere in the Maryanka woods. His father, Rachmiel Barbanel, had
been a successful cattle merchant before the war. He and his wife had four sons -
Chaim, Yosel, Symcha, and Chanina - and three daughters.

"Their ancestors had lived in the area
for many generations and, as a result, they
had many relatives in the neighboring
towns of Sosnowica and Wlodawa and in
the surrounding villages.

"When the Germans ordered all Jews
- to the ghettoes, Rachmiel and his family
went to the Maryanka woods instead, and
all of his relatives from the area joined
them. Altogether Rachmiel's immediate
family and close relations in the woods
numbered about fifty people. Among: his
family, [Rachmiel] was treated with the
respect of a king."
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The villages on this map are shown with the extent of their houses, usual!y alongside -

both sides of a single road.

Ma[z 4: Polish villages between Parczew and Wlodawa—the Jewish parti-
sans’ area of operation.

From Fighting Back: A Memoir of
Jewish Resistance in World War II

Werner reports that he fell asleep after joining Rachmiel and his family in the
forest, and awoke to the sound of automatic gunfire. The German army had raided their
camp, killing thirty of the members of their group. While the four Barbanel sons had
survived, Rachmiel, his wife, one of their daughters and many of their relatives had died;
another daughter had been wounded. Werner chronicles the fortune of the remainder of
the family; only Symcha and Chanina, their Uncle Motel Barbanel and Aunt Chanche, and
Motel and Chanche's young daughter, survived the War.

* Werner's description of life in the woods, where the partisans fought for their lives
against an often unseen and unexpected foe, and sought vengeance against their enemies,
is partlcu]arly vivid. One story of another German raid into the forest emphasmcs the thin

margin between survival and extinction:

"Many people who were running escaped the [German machine gun] fire. While
running and holding-her three-year-old daughter, Chanche Barbanel was grazed by a
bullet that passed through her hair and set it on fire. Her little girl kept pleading with
her mother, 'Please don't drop me,' when she saw her mother's hair on fire. Chanche
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held on to her daughter, and the two of them, along with her husband Motel, survived
the attack and ultimately the war."

Werner describes a raid on a German train. Eight partisans, including Chanina
Barbanel, intended to use a captured cannon shell to blow up the rail bridge over which the
train would travel:

"Chanina and I, along with two other men, climbed to the rail line and dug a pit
under the rails in which to place the shell. The other four, who had hauled the shell up
the embankment, kept watch and helped put the shell in place.

"It was almost midnight. Everyone was nervous and anxious to see this operation
succeed.... We held our breath when the locomotive reached the bridge. [A partisan]
triggered the fuse, and a tremendous explosion obliterated the bridge just ahead of the
Jocomotive.... The locomotive hurtled into the river forty feet below, pulling the rest of
the train with it.

"It was a military train full of hundreds of German soldiers. Some of them started
jumping out of the train into the shallow water. They were running in all directions
and appeared dazed and disorganized. We stood on the riverbank, firing our rifles at
the mass of struggling men.

"We heard one of the wounded Germans shouting ‘Muter, Muter! [Mother,
Mother!]' I remember [one of the partisans] from Sosnowica, standing next to me as
we fired at the soldiers, murmuring: ‘They still have mothers. We don't have our
mothers. They killed all of them."

FROM THE LIBRARY

David Raphael, the author of The Alhambra Decree, has edited a new book
containing selections relating to the Expulsion from Spain. Entitled The Expulsion 1492
Chronicles, the anthology of 25 ¢hronicles describes the Expulsion in vivid detail, and
includes the description by Don Isaac Abravanel of his famous audience with Ferdinand
and Isabella to avert the decree. The book may be purchased from Carmi House Press,
P.O. Box 4796, North Hollywood, California 91607.

Jane Gerber, the speaker at the reunion dinner in New York in March 1992, has
written The Jews of Spain - A History of the Sephardic Experience. Ms. Gerber is
Professor of Jewish history and director of the Institute for Sephardic Studies at the CUNY
Graduate Center. Copies of the work may be obtained by calling The Free Press at
(800) 323-7445, or by writing their office at 866 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022,
Attention: Dino Battista.




PHILATELIC NEWS

Grenada has issued a series of stamps
for the Quincentennial of the dispersion from
Spain. The 10 cent stamp features Don Isaac
Abravanel and the family coat of arms.

Grenada
Grenadines

ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE

The Newsletter received the following letter of JACK DON ABRAVANEL (Los
Angeles, California), a retired fire captain, from a publication of the Tenement Museum:

"I wish to inform you that I was the Sheffield milkman who served 97 Orchard
Street from September 1929 to December 1936, when I joined the NY Fire
Department. For seven and a half years I served all of Orchard Street from Delancey
to Canal; [also] Allen St., Hester St., and Canal and Division Sts. Being young, I was
able to execute delivery of milk in this area, which consisted of 610 flights of stairs, daily
- six days a week at $37 a week. I served stores, P.S. 42 on Hester and Ludlow, and
factories on the way back to the barn on 28th Street between 10th and 11th Aves.

I'l never forget 79 Orchard Street, corner of Broome, because I had only one
client for a pint of milk, which I was forced to serve or else the investigator would have
me fired. Only one client left, because of the Depression. Il always remember
climbing the six stories and finding a 'no milk today' notice. "

RACHEL'S STORY

Anyos Muchos i Buenos; Turkey's Sephardim: 1492-1992 is a photographic exhibit
that is touring the United States. The exhibit begins with a story of the expulsion from
Spain in 1492 told in Ladino by Rachel Benhabip Levi of Istanbul:

"In Spain, there were many rich people, of those some were jewelers. You know
what a jeweler is? So, an old jeweler who did not work anymore, had in his possession
one ring...so valuable that when he tried to sell it no one could afford it, for he put a
very high price on it. He finally tried to sell it to the King, who liked it very much, but
couldn't buy it either...even though the Queen's eyes were dazzled by it. The King said,
'I don't have that kind of money to buy it."

"There was a Jewish ambassador by the name of Don Isaac Abravanel who could
pay what the jeweler asked for the ring. A month later, at a ball in the Royal Palace to
which the Ambassador and his wife were invited, she wore the precious ring. When the
Queen saw the ring she got very upset and said to the King, "You, the rich King, you
couldn't buy this ring for me.... But the dirty Jew bought it for his wife.... The Jews are
going to have to leavé from here...." So the Jews were expelled from Spain, and Turkey
received them with open arms."
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